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Channel 5 
taps Snyder 
as anchor 

Veteran reporter joins 
McGarry at 6, 10 p.m. 

By Ed Bark 

Television Critic of The Dallas Morning News 

Veteran Channel 5 reporter Mike i 
Snyder has been named to co-an- i 
chor the station's 6 and 10 p.m. 
weekday newscasts, ending a six- ! 
month search. 

Mr Snyder will team with Jane 
McGarry, who has been soloing on 
KXAS-TV’s featured newscasts since 
Randall Carlisle resigned in Octo- 
ber to join a Salt Lake City station. 

"It was a very easy choice to 
make," Channel 5 news director Da- 
vid Overton said Monday. "Mike I 
Snyder unquestionably is the best 
and brightest broadcast journalist 
in this market. I have never felt as I 
confident about an anchor move in 
my career The guy’s a workaholic. 

He’s here until late at night every 
day.” 

Mr. Snyder, who joined the 
Channel 5 staff in 1980, said he will 
continue to host the weekend Spec- 
trum program and work on long- 
term stories. 

"I’m going to miss the daily 
grind, because I enjoy being on the 
street," he said. "You get to travel in 
circles that you don’t normally get 
, to travel in." 

Mr. Snyder has won numerous 
reporting awards during his career 
at Channel 5. But one of his more 
visible efforts, last month’s three- 
part JFK The Final Chapter, has 
raised questions about its claims of 
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exclusivity. Part two of the series, 
which had the highest ratings, was 
seen in 364,000 households Feb. 25, 
according to the A.C. Nielsen Co. 

Channel 5 promotions, which 
are still being broadcast, say that 
Mr. Snyder "broke stories that blew 
the lid off the JFK investigation.” 

In his first two reports, . Mr. 
Snyder told viewers that he had un- 
covered, "for the first time," docu- 
ments showing that federal offi- 
cials conspired to finger Lee Har- 
vey Oswald as the lone assassin of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

But in both cases, the documents 
already had been printed in a 1991 
book, Act of Treason, py Austin au- 
thor Mark North. The book names 
two other works, Mafia Kingfish 
(1989) and Conspiracy (1980), as 
earlier sources of the documents. 

Mr. Snyder said he was "totally 
unaware" of Act of Treason. 

"I wish I had known about it, "he 
said. 

Mr. Overton praised Mr. Snyder’s 
work on the series but said, ‘Til ac- 
cept the fact that the documents 
have been published before." 

Until Monday afternoon, "we be- 
lieved strongly that it was the first 
time it had been reported," he said. 
"There’s no way we would have 
passed it off as being exclusive if we 
had known otherwise." 

Mr. Snyder said he received the 
documents from assassination in- 
vestigator Harold Weisberg, who 
was interviewed on camera during 
the series. 

Mr. Overton said the station 



Jane McGarry . . . has been 
soloing on KXAS-TV’s fea- 
tured newscasts since Ran- 
dall Carlisle resigned in Oc- 
tober. 

would consider removing or alter- 
ing the current on-air promotions 
that say Mr. Snyder is the only jour- 
nalist to uncover "explosive tran- 
scripts suggesting a Warren Com- 
mission coverup." 

But Mr. Overton noted that the 
promotions were produced inde- 
pendently of the news department. 

The final part of Mr. Snyder’s 
JFK series did not claim to be exclu- 
sive. It showed portions of a 1963 
film of the sixth-floor windows of 
the Texas School Book Depository, 
from where Oswald allegedly fired 
the shots that killed Mr. Kennedy. 
The film, by Charles L. Bronson, 
had been known to the FBI 28 years 
ago but was dismissed as possible 
evidence, Mr. Snyder reported. 

The FBI now plans to scrutinize 
the film in Washington, Mr. Snyder 
said. He quoted an agent as telling 
him, "We consider this new evi- 
dence." 


